
groups—groups of eight-12 
people who will meet weekly 
in homes during Lent and 
then continue on as monthly 
dinner groups until the late fall, 
when they’ll gather weekly for 
another short study. We will start 
marketplace groups—small 
groups that will meet regularly 
at workplaces and focus on 
bridging faith and work. 

I still believe that small groups of 
trust are the most effective ways for us to grow as disciples 
of Jesus Christ. We want everyone to discover life-giving 
connection at Parkway Heights!

It will take some time, but we are going to stay focused. We’ll 
use every opportunity we can to make it easier for people to 
get connected. Connection is a life-changer. It’s how disciples 
like you and me are changed! All of Parkway Heights spins off 
one word: Connection. 

2018 Is the Year of Connection!
Not long ago I found myself at the local Wendy’s, eating 
a burger and fries for lunch. On the wall, right beside the 
soda section, it said in large letters: “All of Wendy’s spins 
off one word: Fresh.”

It made me wonder... if we had to narrow down to only 
one word, what word would we choose? Based on all 
the conversations I’ve had these past few months, I think 
I’ve found a good word. In large letters, may this be said 
about our church: “All of Parkway Heights spins off one 
word: Connection.”

The places where I’ve seen the most life, vitality and 
energy at our church have been those places where 
people have made a deep connection with each other. 
And it makes sense, doesn’t it? Andy Stanley said, “I 
have never known anyone who was isolated, lonely, 
unconnected and without deep relationships who had 
a meaningful and joy-filled life.”  Many people exist in a 
kind of crowded loneliness—living around people but 
not with people.  

Jesus had a different idea about life. He changed the 
world by forming deep relationships with a few people 
who would then carry on His work beyond His earthly 
life. He even said that the very credibility of His life and 
message in the eyes of unbelievers would be dependent 
upon the way we as His followers relate to each other 
(see John 17). There is a lot riding on Connection.  

John Wesley, the founder of the Methodist movement, 
used small groups to forge connections that changed 
the lives of thousands of people in England in the 1700’s. 
His system of connecting people with God and each 
other spread all over the world and made its way to the 
United States when our country was just getting started.

I want to invite you to a deeper connection in 2018. 

You’ll have opportunities to become a part of a small 
group. We will start micro groups—groups of three 
or four people who will meet throughout the year to 
support and care for each other. We will start family 
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Bruce Case

Coming Up...
Our next worship series, Wonderfully Weird Words, will 
begin Sunday, Jan. 7, and will continue until we begin the 
season of Lent on Feb. 18. 

Let’s be honest. Some of the words we see in Scripture or 
use in church are really hard to understand. During this 
upcoming series, we’ll unpack some of the wonderfully 
weird words that we encounter when talking about the 
life of faith, and in the process, we’ll discover the depth, 
richness and beauty these words offer us. 

Some of the wonderfully weird words that we will 
study include “epiphany,” “Sabbath,” “Redemption” and 
“transfiguration.” 

Make plans to join us as we learn more about these 
“church” words and what they mean to us.



Marriage Enrichment Weekend - Feb. 2-3
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2018 Church Leadership
We would like to thank our 2017 
Church Council members for serving 
as our church leadership last year. 
We also appreciate our new Church 
Council members for the roles they 
will serve in 2018. Please help us 
welcome:

Church Council Chair: Austin Lovitt
Vice Chair: Cindy Re
Lay Leader: John Burks
Assistant Lay Leader: Diane Fisher
Church Treasurer: Benson St. Louis
Annual Conference Lay Delegates: 
   Alana Harmon, Bitsy Browne Miller, 
   Marty & Don Woodall
Chair, Staff-Parish Relations 
   Committee: Stephen McCay
Chair, Finance: Willie Macko
Chair, Trustees: Charlie Bevon
Connect/Equip/Send Team: 
   Susan Perry, Sara Schock, Paige 
   Kennedy, Amanda Cascio, Dixie  
   Evans & Heather Little-Hurst
Worship Coordinator: Tim Breland
Stewardship Chair: Jason Lee
UMW Representative: June Pegues
Illuman Representative: Brian Ford
Congregational Care: Carolyn 
Karlovich

Volunteers Needed!
Volunteers are needed on Thursday, 
Jan. 4, at 10 a.m. to take down and 

put away our Christmas decorations. 
Many hands make faster work! If you 
can help, just show up! For more info, 

please contact Susan Eaton at 
susaneaton@parkwayheights.org.

Study on Missionary Conferences
The United Methodist Women are hosting an upcoming study about the history 
and theology of the United Methodist Church’s three missionary conferences. 
The study will be led by Bruce Case and will take place Wednesday, Jan. 17, and 
Wednesday, Jan. 24, at 3 p.m. in Room 305A/B.

During the study, Bruce will talk about why the missionary conferences were 
formed. He will address what was happening in our country at the time and what 
Methodists were doing in response.

Everyone interested in the subject and/or the role of UMW in the local and global 
missional activities of the Methodist Church is invited to attend.

We’re happy to invite you and your spouse to a marriage enrichment week-
end led by Joey and Connie Shelton of Jackson, where the focus will be 
honesty and authenticity in relationships.

In recent decades, the wedding industry has focused on the “perfect 
wedding” and hijacked the importance of a “joy-full marriage.” During this 
weekend, we’ll answer questions such as: “how do we sustain our marriage 
over time?” and, more importantly, “how do we flourish in our marriage?” In 
addition, we’ll have good food (Friday night supper and Saturday breakfast) 
and plenty of fun and laughter!

Joey currently serves as chaplain and director of church relations at Millsaps 
College. Connie is serving as the district superintendent for the East Jackson 
District of the United Methodist Church. They’ve read a few books, pastoral-
ly counseled a few couples (pre- and post-ceremony) and been married for 
30 years. They do not claim to have perfect answers, nor perfect questions, 
nor a perfect marriage. But they have observed marriage patterns and do 
love to engage in mutual learning. Come bring the authenticity (messy or 
not) of your marriage and let’s enjoy learning from each other!

Registration is open January 7—28. The cost per couple is $50. You can 
register on the website (coming soon), in the Sunday bulletin or by emailing 
Susan Eaton at susaneaton@parkwayheights.org.

MARRIAGE ENRICHMENT



Thank You from a 
PHUMC Family Member 
For several years now, Parkway 
Heights has strived for the Team5:1 
goal—that each young person 
in our congregation should have 
at least five adult mentors in our 
church. Parkway Heights recently 
received a letter from a former 
Parkway Heights member who grew 
up as part of our Parkway Heights 
family. Her letter is a testament to 
Team5:1 and proof that adult leaders 

can make a 
difference in 
the life of a 
child. Below 
are some 
excerpts from 
a letter and 
speech made 
by Mittie 
Nimocks Den 
Herder.

My name 
is Mittie Nimocks Den Herder. Many 
members of my family were charter 
members of Parkway or were active 
members who joined Parkway later. 
I grew up in this church, and it is 
something for which I feel grateful and 
blessed.

I spent my career at the University of 
Wisconsin-Platteville as professor of 
speech communication, college dean 
and vice chancellor for academic 
affairs. Last spring the women’s council 
sponsored an event called “The Strength 
and Wisdom of Women” at which they 
asked five women to talk about how 
they face the challenges in their lives. I 
was the “keynote” speaker because of my 
age (60) and longevity (31 years at this 
institution)....

It occurred to me that since I identify 
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Parkway and the adults there during 
my youth as one of two major sources 
of strength, that it might be a good 
thing to say “thank you” and to let the 
congregation—most of those who 
influenced me are gone, I realize—know 
the positive and lasting impact they 
can have on the children who grow to 
adulthood in their midst.

Below are portions of Mittie’s 
speech for “The Strength and Wisdom 
of Women”:

... A second variable in my childhood 
that gave me strength was Parkway 
Heights United Methodist Church. The 
faith I grew up in continues to give 
me strength. Fear not! I’m not here to 
proselytize! What was really special 
about this church was a robust youth 
education program run by many 
committed men and women. Near the 
University of Southern Mississippi, many 
of these adults were University-related, 
critical and progressive thinkers. Many 
were from outside the Bible Belt, from 
exotic places such as...Indiana and... 
Minnesota! They believed in forthright 
discussion about not just faith but 
sex, drugs, abortion, race, capital 
punishment, the Vietnam War. Instead 
of scaring the hell out of us, they loved 
and educated heaven into us. They 
encouraged us to question, and they 
cared. This large church congregation 
was that “village” that raised this child. 
So, in response to challenges, I store 
words of wisdom, and I draw on 
strength I saw modeled in family and 
church. I consider my preadolescence 
as idyllic, and I am grateful—a word I’ll 
repeat many times... 

I was an active member of Parkway 
Heights between 1959—1979 (ages 
2 – 22). The following list represents all 
the adults from church who “raised me” 
through church programming or simply 
through being committed church 
members and parents of my friends. I 
almost hate to send this list in because 

I know I’ve forgotten many dedicated 
people. But the fact that I remember this 
many represents how important they—
the adults of Parkway Heights—were in 
my life, my childhood, adolescence and 
young adulthood.

Mrs. O.C. Steede: preschool Sunday 
School
Mrs. Polly Rainey and Mrs. Robert Reeser: 
preschool Sunday School
Mrs. Anne Hutto: preschool Sunday 
School
Mrs. Dorothy Fairbank (first wife): first 
grade Sunday School
Mrs. Simms and Mrs. Longstaff: second 
grade Sunday School
Mrs. Becky Grantham: third grade 
Sunday School
Mr. Lex Mason: fifth grade Sunday 
School
Sammy and Brenda Windham Creel: 
sixth grade Sunday School
Mrs. Helen Hunter: seventh grade 
Sunday School
Mr. Zeke Powell, Sr.: eighth grade Sunday 
School
Mrs. Lonette Cliburn: ninth and tenth 
grade Sunday School

Dr. Mittie Nimocks Den 
Herder served as Universi-
ty of Wisconsin-Platteville 
provost and vice chancel-
lor of academic affairs

Parkway Heights Youth Choir, May 1974 
Back row:  Alan Mimms, Ronnie Brent, Mittie 
Nimocks Den Herder, Jon Fairbank, Steve Wiest, 
Greg Cliburn; 3rd row: John Donovan, Emory 
Corley, Andy Wiest, Tommy Ross; 2nd row: 
Lynn Carter, Lisa Mason, Pam Gillespie, Donna 
Howell, Linda White; front row: Judith Bradley, 
Cathy Clapp, Penny Prenshaw, Cathy Ross

continued on next page
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Dr. Iva Brown: eleventh grade Sunday School
Dr. Thomas Richardson: twelfth grade Sunday School
Mrs. Jerry Presser: Elementary School Choir
Mrs. Carol Henderson Smith Johnson: youth director
Mr. and Ms. Carol and Sandy Sansing: choir and youth directors
Dr. and Ms. Thomas and Cathy Richardson: choir and youth 
directors
Mrs. Forrest Morris: junior high MYF
Dr. and Mrs. Emory Howell: senior high MYF
Mrs. Bettie Ross: UMYF
Mrs. Janie Moss: youth director
Mrs. Jennie Lou Breland: choir director
Mrs. Margaret Sanchez: choir director
Dr. Donovan: choir director
Mr. and Mrs. Charles and Diane Thomas: music/administration

Dr. and Mrs. Billy and Becky  Grantham, Mrs. Slay, Rev. Harmon 
Dillard, Rev. Harold Peden, Rev. and Mrs. John Ed and Margaret 
Thomas, Mrs. Ginny Mimms, Mrs. Cervantes, Mrs. Katie Rose 
McClendon, Dr. and Mrs. Charles Brent, Mr. and Mrs. Bruce and 
Virginia Wilgus, Mr. and Mrs. Tom and Joyce Bradley, Mr. and Mrs. 
Joann and Billy Slay, Mr. and Mrs. Bill and Mae Seawell, Mr. and 
Mrs. Norman Lovitt, Dr. and Mrs. Aubrey and Ella Lucas, Mr. Bob 
Fairbank, Mr. Louie Fairbank, Dr. Cliburn

My paternal family members who lived in Hattiesburg were also 
active church members. My grandmother, aunts, uncle and 
cousins (listed below) were charter members:

Mary Chambers Nimocks: taught the Mary Nimocks Bible Class, 
was active in WSCS (now UMW)
Frances Lane Nimocks: taught the Builders Class, junior high 
Sunday School and wrote church history
James Lawrence “Beanie” Cosper: Men’s Bible Class and served on 
church boards
Gale Nimocks Cosper: Ladies’ Bible Class
Ann, Jimmy and Larry Cosper: childhood members

My parents, siblings and I joined in 1959 upon moving to 
Hattiesburg:

Robert Franklin “Frank” Nimocks – Men’s Bible Class; MYF director, 
Wesley Club treasurer
Cordelia Nimocks – Ladies’ Bible Class; MYF director, circle 
member, Wesley Club member
Robert Nimocks
Frances Gale Nimocks
Mittie Nimocks: I participated in everything! Sunday School, choir 
from preschool through college, UMYF, bible school

Thank You, cont. Stephen Ministry Opportunities
There will be two oppor-
tunities on Wednesday, 
Jan. 3, to learn more 
about how you can be 
involved in Stephen 
Ministry. We’ll meet in Room 303A from 12:15-12:45 p.m. 
and again from 5:30-6 p.m. The same information will 
be shared both times, so you only need to attend one 
session. Attending the meeting is not a commitment; it’s 
just an opportunity for you to get more information and 
ask questions. 

Who are Stephen Ministers? Stephen Ministers are com-
passionate individuals who are trained to come alongside 
us when we encounter loss, grief, relationship challenges, 
unemployment, a spiritual crisis and a myriad things that 
can throw our lives into a tailspin. All communication 
with a Stephen Minister is confidential.

How does a person become a Stephen Minister? Training 
is provided to become a Stephen Minister. Through the 
50 hours of training, you will receive practical, hands-on 
learning and resources to provide Christ-centered care 
and meet the emotional and spiritual needs of others. 
You will always be helped and supported in your ministry 
by our team of Stephen Leaders, who will help you grow 
as you help others.

Being a Stephen Minister may be one of the most re-
warding opportunities you will ever embrace.

Choir Members in 
Phantom
Three Sanctuary Choir members 
participated in the University of 
Southern Mississippi’s perfor-
mance of Phantom of the Opera 
Oct. 26-Nov. 4. Gabrielle Richardson 
of Rodney, MS, who will complete 
her DMA degree in May and has 
been in our choir for five years, had the lead role of 
Christine Daeé in the production. Kelly Snyder, a master’s 
student from Philadelphia, PA, and Evan Cochran, a fresh-
man from Vicksburg, also took part. We’re proud of you!

Kelly Snyder, Evan Cochran 
and Gabrielle Richardson
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W@P Returns Jan. 10 

Wednesdays @ Parkway will return 
Wednesday, Jan. 10, with one of our 
favorite nights—our Parkway Heights 
Variety Show! Come for dinner at 
5:15 p.m. and stay to enjoy the many 
“talents” of our members.

Small groups and Bible studies will 
begin the following week on Jan. 17 
and continue until March 21. See the 
following page for information about 
all the studies and groups offered this 
spring.

Everyone is invited to gather each 
Wednesday evening in Founders 
Hall for a meal that begins at 5:15 
p.m. Reservations are needed to 
ensure adequate food. If you make a 
reservation for catered food and are 
unable to attend, please remember to 
pay for your reserved meal. Catered 
meals will return to the previous cost 
of $7 per adult and $3 per child, with 
a maximum family cost of $20. A pizza 
option is available for $3. College 
students eat free!

Following the family meal, small 
group studies will begin at 6 p.m. A 
display will soon be set up in the Patio 
area of the Atrium to show all small 
group study opportunities for the 
spring. You can sign up for the groups 
at the display or on our website. For 
more information on small groups, 
contact Susan Eaton at susaneaton@
parkwayheights.org.

Upcoming Wesley Club Gatherings
There will be no regular meeting of Wesley Club in January. The officers will 
meet on Thursday, Jan. 18, from 10-11:30 a.m. in the Church Office suite 
conference room. We will be planning the monthly programs for 2018.

Wesley Club members, mark your calendar for Thursday, Feb. 15, when 
Wesley Club resumes its regular gatherings. We’ll host USM’s Spirit of 
Southern, a men’s a cappella ensemble, and enjoy great music!

Wesley Club meets on the third Thursday of each month from 11:45 a.m. 
until 1 p.m. in Founders Hall. Everyone over the age of 55 is welcome. If 
you have never been contacted by a Wesley 
Club caller and are interested in attending, 
please call the Church Office at 601.544.7873 to 
make a reservation. Lunch is $7/person. If you 
have any other questions about Wesley Club, 
please contact President Diane Dobson or staff 
member Julie Collins.

WESLEY CLUB CHRISTMAS PARTY

The  staff provided and served the meal 
at the Wesley Club Christmas party on 
Dec. 21.

WESLEY CLUB MEMBERS
ENJOYED A COOKIE SWAP AND 
FUN HOLIDAY MUSIC AT THEIR 
CHRISTMAS PARTY ON DEC. 21.

Kathy Wheeler showed off her prize
after winning one of the awards for 
best cookies in the first-ever Wesley 

Club Cookie Swap.

Jennifer and Sam Bruton provided
entertainment and led Christmas
caroling at the gathering.



studies & groups

Spring Studies & Other Small Groups
WEDNESDAY NIGHT GROUPS BEGIN JAN. 17

Creative HeARTS - Led by Laurie Stetelman 
Take part in creative projects that serve others in our community and world. Participants will take part in various arts 
such as coloring, beading and sewing. This class is open to all ages fourth grade and older.

Discovering God’s Vision for Your Life - Led by Julie Collins
Where do you fit into Christ’s plan for the world? The answer lies in the unique gifts God has given you to carry out God’s 
work in the world. It is not easy, however, to discover our gifts or to develop and use them effectively. Discovering God’s 
Vision for Your Life: You and Your Spiritual Gifts will provide a renewed understanding of who God created you to be and 
God’s design for Christian community. Sessions will answer such questions as: “Who receives spiritual gifts?” “What is 
the purpose of spiritual gifts?” “How can I be sure that I have a particular spiritual gift?”  When we discover and use our 
spiritual gifts, Jesus ministers to the needs of others through us. We are the flesh and bones of God’s presence in people’s 
lives. Experience the grace of Jesus more fully by discovering your spiritual gifts!

Foundations: An Adult Confirmation Class - Led by Bruce Case & Susan Eaton
Do you wish you knew more about the basics of Christianity? Have you always wanted to be able to explain what it 
means to be a disciple in the Wesleyan tradition? Are you hungry to put more of what you believe into how you live? 
Whether you don’t think you know much about the Christian faith, or you feel like you need to re-learn it, this is the 
course for you.

Sanctuary Choir Ministry - Led by Greg Fuller 
The choir welcomes you to serve with them in sharing the gift of music and facilitating a 
worshipful experience on Sunday mornings and at other special services. The choir pro-
vides a supportive environment for our church and cultivates mentoring relationships with 
student singers. If you are looking for a great place to belong, consider becoming a part of 
the choir ministry.

Yoga Class - Led by Karen McCall
You’ll enjoy this one hour each week to renew your body as well as your mind as you not 
only increase flexibility and strength, but relax your breathing, pray or just slow down from 
a busy day. 

OTHER GROUPS & STUDIES

Illuman Men’s Ministry - Led by Wes Arrington, John Burks & Brian Ford - Quarterly meetings in the Youth Chapel
Illuman is a global organization committed to supporting men seeking to deepen their spiritual lives. Illuman offers 
support and opportunities for men that they otherwise may not have. The organization is non-denominational and is 
open to all men in the community. For more info, visit facebook.com/msilluman or email msilluman@gmail.com. Stay 
tuned for other Men’s Ministry events coming soon!

Monday Lunch Group - Led by Brian Ford - Mondays at noon in Room 240
The Monday lunch group is a chance to take a break in the day for sharing a meal and walking together on the spiritual 
path. In the new year, this group will be listening to and discussing a teaching series on Jesus and Buddha led by Richard 
Rohr and James Finley and plans to also include wisdom teachings from Thomas Keating, John O’Donohue and others.



studies & groups

outreach

Monday Morning Women’s Bible Study
Study One begins Jan. 22  - Epic of Eden: Ruth by Sandra Richter - Led by Susan Eaton - Mondays at 9 a.m. in the 
Youth Chapel (six weeks)
In Epic of Eden: Ruth, Dr. Sandra Richter makes each of the characters—Naomi, Ruth and Boaz—come alive. Participants 
in this study will be challenged as they see themselves in these characters and find themselves faced with many of the 
same questions and challenges. Here is real life, lived out by real people with real fears, real struggles, real hope and real 
faith. 
Study Two - The Quest by Beth Moore - Led by Susan Eaton - Mondays at 9 a.m. in the Youth Chapel (six weeks)
In this six-session study, delve into Scripture to explore how God created us to seek after Him—a God who desires to be 
found and known. In this lifelong quest of faith, learn to develop your intimacy with Him and embrace the adventure 
that comes with living a life for God.

Prayer Shawl Ministry - Led by Tina Arrington - Mondays at 1 p.m. in the Atrium
Knit or crochet a prayer shawl or lap robe for those who are experiencing difficult times and circumstances. All skill lev-
els, and both men and women, are welcome to participate.

Rebuilding When a Relationship Ends - Led by Lou Ann Morris - Next session begins in March at The Open Door
This highly regarded program ministers to hurting individuals. The nine-week workshop is based on the belief that if 
given information, guidance and emotional support, healthy people can adjust to the ending of a relationship through 
separation, divorce or death and experience personal growth.

Stephen Ministry Training - Led by Julie Collins - Sundays from 5-7:30 p.m. in Room 303A/B (beginning Feb. 4)
Stephen Ministers are laypeople who help others who are facing difficulties, such as grief, relationship challenges, unem-
ployment or other crises. Fifty hours total of required training will be held on Sunday nights, and two retreats will be also 
be held. The training will provide practical, hands-on learning and resources to provide Christ-centered care and meet 
the emotional and spiritual needs of others. 

Fieldhouse for the 
Homeless
Parkway Heights has been involved 
with Fieldhouse for the Homeless for 
over three years, providing breakfast 
and an uplifting message for those 
in attendance on the third Sunday 
of each month. We are humbled by 
the experience and honored by the 
appreciation of those impacted. We 
are often told that Parkway “shows 
out” when we bring the meal. 

With a new year beginning, we are 
now setting our volunteer schedule 

for 2018. The Fellowship Sunday 
School class is hosting January, and 
the New Dynamics class is hosting 
February. The rest of the months are 
available.

Would you, your Sunday School 
class or small group like to be 
involved at the Fieldhouse? This 
unique experience is a great one to 
share with a class or group. 

A normal trip involves:
•  We typically leave church at 8 a.m. 
by carpool due to limited parking.

•  We serve breakfast at 8:30 a.m., 
provided by us and coordinated by 

Paige Kennedy.

•  Following breakfast, we deliver a 
devotional message.

•  We normally get back to the 
church around 10:15 a.m.

It is always a blessing to attend wor-
ship with the men and women at 
the Fieldhouse. As visitors, we often 
get as much or more out of this min-
istry as anyone present there.

To give the Fieldhouse a try, contact 
Wes Arrington at wesarrington@
parkwayheights.org or Paige Kenne-
dy at paigeskennedy@comcast.net.



youth

Reese Tisdale showed his love 
for “A Christmas Story” by dress-
ing in costume for this year’s 
youth Christmas party.

The youth and their leaders enjoyed a
bonfire at the Bevon Farm for their
Christmas party on Dec. 10.

Youth Christmas Party Youth Calendar
• Jan. 7—SN@P Resumes!

• Jan. 17—W@P Bible studies 

for high school & junior high 

resume.

The Gathering 2018
Mississippi United Methodist
Youth Event for grades 7-12

Friday, Feb. 23 - Sunday, Feb. 25

Christ United Methodist Church
Jackson, MS

$75 if paid in full by Jan. 31
$100 if paid in full after Jan. 31

(includes everything except one 
fast-food meal & snacks)

Register at:
http://bit.ly/TheGathering2018

FIELDHOUSE VISIT

Linda Dixon 
of Aldersgate 
Mission 
shared with 
our Cultivate 
Group about 
the ministry 
of Aldersgate 
Mission.

Our youth led worship for the men and 
women at the Fieldhouse for the Home-
less on Dec. 17. Pictured are Mollie 
McCarroll and Clinton Wheeler leading 
music.

Our youth and youth volunteers also 
served breakfast at The Fieldhouse on 

Dec. 17. 

Sam Manning gave the devotional 
during the youth group’s visit to the 
Fieldhouse in December. Thanks for 
doing a great job, Sam!

Our youth enjoy serving at the
Fieldhouse just as much as the clients 

there enjoy being served!

Aldersgate Speaker



children
Children’s Sunday School
For the past year and a half, our children have 
been learning so much about the Bible as we have 
moved through Phil Vischer’s What’s in the Bible 
curriculum during Sunday School. We are excited 
to be wrapping up our study in January with God’s 
Kingdom Comes!, a study on the General Epistles and 
Revelation.

Children’s December Events

Our Children’s Choir previewed the “Really, 
Really, Really Good News” at the Prepare 
Him Room event on Sunday, Dec. 3, and for 
residents of Wesley Manor on Dec. 10.

LOFT children (fifth and sixth graders) en-
joyed Christmas festivities, including a game 
of “What’s Inside the Stocking?” at their 
Christmas party on Sunday, Dec. 10. 

At the Children’s Sunday School Teachers 
Christmas Party, teachers enjoyed one an-
other’s company, and Bo and Reagan Hrom 
won the coveted Sunday School Lady apron! 

Thank you for being the hands of Christ 
this Christmas season in caring for the 

children, teens and young adults served by 
the Methodist Children’s Homes. We had an 
overwhelming response! Wes Ingram and 

Tyler Ogden delivered the gift bags.

THANK YOU

W@P for Kids Returns
On Jan. 17, Children’s Choir will resume from 5:45-6:15 p.m. with Ms. Lara, followed by our spring series, Caretakers 

of Creation from 6:15-7 p.m. During Caretakers of Creation, children will explore the many ways we can care for 
God’s good creation through story, art and service projects. Children’s Choir and Caretakers of Creation are open to 

kindergarten-sixth graders. Sixth graders may choose to attend the junior high Bible study instead.

PARENTS’ NIGHT OUT: JAN. 5
Please register your children by 
Wednesday, Jan. 3. Thank you!

Children’s Christmas Musical

Parkway Heights’ children shared the Really, Really, Really Good News of Christ’s 
birth during our special children’s service on Christmas Eve morning. 



ph happenings

MARRIAGE HEIGHTS
Parkway Heights’ married couples took part in a 
fun advent calendar this year to help enrich their 
marriages. Couples like Ken and Alison Crumpton 
took part in the activities, such as wearing tacky 
Christmas sweaters together.

THANK YOU!
Thank you to everyone who
supported our Woodley Elementary 
School Adopt-a-Family program this 
Christmas.  

Special thanks go to the Women’s Bible 
Study Sunday School class for provid-
ing new coats for all the families. We 
are grateful for this generous donation 
that this class makes each year! 

PREPARE HIM ROOM
Everyone got in the Christmas spirit during 
our Prepare Him Room event on Dec. 
3, which kicked off the Advent season. 
Marianne, El and Hayes McMillan made an 
Advent wreath together.

EE OUTREACH
On the morning of Nov. 30, Parkway Heights 
showed our support of Early Encounters by 
providing a “Parent Pit Stop” with coffee and 
doughnuts. We also extended an invitation to 
all our Christmas services to the EE parents.

WINTER WONDERLAND
Our church looked beautiful during the rare snowfall 
we experienced on Dec. 8.

RECOGNITION FOR OUR EFFORTS
On Nov. 21, Parkway Heights UMC received a 
certificate of appreciation for our participa-
tion in the National Hunger & Homelessness 
Week from the USM Institute for Disability 
Studies.

ADVENT
On Dec. 10, David, Emily, Alex 

and Patrick Yowell lit the
candles on the Advent wreath.

CHRISTMAS EVE
Our Christmas Eve Candlelight Service is always one 
of the most meaningful services for our congregation 
members. 



ph happenings
UMW CHRISTMAS DINNER

 
The United Methodist Women held their 
annual Christmas Dinner on Dec. 4.

The 2018 UMW officers were installed 
at the dinner. The officers are (l-r): Gwen 

Phillips, June Pegues, Patsy Register, Mary 
Barnett, Helen Moss, Linda Robertson, 

Bettie Ross, Martha Parker, Cheryl Mueller 
and Dixie McDougald. Officers not 

pictured are: Rita Cox, Linda Stepko, Cecile 
Everitt, Jean Jordan and Katrina Turk.

new members

On Nov. 26, 
Parkway Heights 

welcomed 
Whitney 

Fletcher and her 
son, Jackson, as 
new members 
of our church.

We were also 
happy to 
welcome Mason 
and Mackenzie 
Crutchfield as 
new members 
on Nov. 26 as 
well.

Mail Room
Dear Parkway Heights friends,

Your compassionate generosity toward neighbors in 
need is a true blessing to our community. Thank you 
for your faithful monthly support of the ministries of 
Edwards Street Fellowship Center. Your gifts make a 
difference in the lives of struggling families and individ-
uals across the Pine Belt. Whether they are seeking food, 
medical care or kind Christian fellowship, we pray that 
ESFC is a place of hope and help. 

On behalf of our staff, volunteers and especially our 
clients, thank you and merry Christmas!

Blessings, 
Ann McCullen
Executive Director, Edwards Street Fellowship Center

Prayer Concerns 

Parish Brown, Ryan Daniels, Max Fore, June Pegues, Susan 

Welker Ratcliff, Landa Ryan and Emily Shepard

Sympathy To... 
- Carolyn Champney, on the death of her husband, Ed 
- Randy Carter, on the death of his mother 
- Pat Ryan, on the death of his father 

Praise... 
for the birth of Brynn Caroline Lewellyn, born to Nicole and 
Brad Lewellyn on Dec. 17.



PHUMC Finances 
 
November 2017 
Income                     $108,810 
Expenses                              $119,327 
Net                                         $(10,517) 
 
YTD Actual 
Income                  $1,334,993 
Expenses                           $1,389,623 
Net                                         $(54,630) 
 
YTD Comparison 
Budgeted Income           $1,467,583 
Actual Income                  $1,334,993 
Budget Deficit                     $132,590

Our mission: “To connect, equip and send people for Christ”

Like us on Facebook

Follow us on Twitter

Download our App

Find us on Instagram

Parkway Heights UMC
2420 Hardy Street

Hattiesburg, MS 39401-5911
parkwayheights.org

601.544.7873

Bruce Case, Lead Pastor 

Julie Collins, Executive Pastor 

Susan Eaton, Associate Pastor

David Sellers, Pastor, 
The Open Door Community

Wes Ingram, Youth & Family 

Lesley Ellison, Children & Family 

Wes Arrington, Outreach & Facilities

Sunday Gatherings
Worship: 8:30 & 11 a.m.

Fellowship: 9:30 a.m.
Sunday School: 9:45 a.m.

The Open Door Community
2180 Oak Grove Road
Thursdays: 6:30 p.m.

Parkway Heights UMC
2420 Hardy Street
Hattiesburg, MS 39401-5911


